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" pupil"; she flattered the Chancellor, but not too much;
she assured him that his health was of extreme import-
ance to her, that she would help him guard it. She did
not refer to her disagreements with Joseph. In the
end, Kaunitz agreed to remain at his post, but he made
no effort to bring about more harmonious relations
between Maria Theresa and her son.
By remaining at his post as her Chancellor, Kaunitz
gave her his active support, but he did not try to prevent
the spread of Joseph's radical ideas. He took no steps,
for instance, to dissolve the groups of Freemasons which
were being organised all over Austria, or to counteract
the increasing popularity of anti-religious views. Kaunitz
did not contradict Joseph's liberal opinions when the
young Emperor frankly declared that he believed that no
monarch " had the right to save people's souls in spite of
themselves,or to coerce their conscience*'; that" temporal
rulers had no right to interfere in their subjects5 religion
as long as they served the State and obeyed its laws/'
Joseph never succeeded in persuading his mother to
cease persecuting the Jews, and as late as 1777, three
years before her death, she prohibited any Jew from
living in Vienna without a special permit. She publidy
branded the Jews as " a hypocritical, usurious race,
which was influencing her people to become mendacious."
Though she told Joseph frequently that " religious
toleration is the most ruinous thing in the world," that
*' it would be the greatest disaster that ever befell the
Monarchy/* he succeeded, by rousing public opinion, 10
somewhat improving the conditions of the Protestants.
Protestant meetings, especially in Moravia, were often
suppressed by Maria Theresa's troops, but the iKm-
Catholic elements in the population were actively en-
couraged by Joseph's support.

